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Distracted Driving Remains Serious Highway Safety Challenge


Jul 8, 2010 12:42 PM, By Sandy Smith 


According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), in 2008, nearly 6,000 people were killed in crashes in which distracted or inattentive driving was a factor. Vernon F. Betkey Jr., GHSA’s chairman, recently met with Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood and officials from NHTSA to call attention to the issue of distracted driving. According to Betkey, the numbers reported by NHTSA are underreported because distracted driving data is difficult to collect.


“Certainly most of the attention has been on texting and driving, but there are a host of other distractions including cell phone calls (both handheld and hands-free) as well as more traditional ones such as eating, adjusting the radio, using the CD player or talking to passengers,” said Betkey. “Drivers need to be reminded to manage these distractions safely.”


According to Betkey, states are reacting quickly to driver distraction – 30 have banned texting for all drivers. As more data and research become available, he expects states to continue to act to regulate texting and cell phone use while driving. (For a full list of state laws regulating texting and cell phone use while driving, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ghsa.org/html/stateinfo/laws/cellphone_laws.html" \t "_blank" �http://www.ghsa.org/html/stateinfo/laws/cellphone_laws.html�.)


Betkey said that state highway safety agencies are committed to addressing driver distraction through a comprehensive approach including laws, education, enforcement, employer policies and the use of technology. Two weeks ago, GHSA released a new report detailing state distracted driving countermeasures. The report shows that states are implementing many strategies to combat driver distraction. The report is available online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ghsa.org/html/publications/survey/index.html" \t "_blank" �http://www.ghsa.org/html/publications/survey/index.html�.


“The federal and state governments are not trying to inconvenience drivers,” he noted. “Rather, we are trying to save their lives. No call, text or any other "distraction is worth a life or serious injury.”


“Copyright 2010 by Penton Media Inc.” Reprinted, courtesy of � HYPERLINK "http://ehstoday.com/" ��http://ehstoday.com/�








RECIPE CORNER


Mexican Bed Rolls


1-8ounce Cream Cheese, softened


1-16 ounce sour cream


1-finely shredded Cheddar Cheese


1-small can Chopped Black Olives


1-small can Chopped Green Chiles


1-¼ tsp Garlic Powder (or to taste)


1-pkg Large Flour Tortillas


Blend cream cheese and sour cream until blended smooth and consistently.  Add garlic powder. Gently fold in the Cheddar Cheese, chopped Black Olives and Chopped Green Chiles.  Spread about a 1/8” layer on the tortillas and carefully roll-up “Jelly-Roll style”.  Chill in refrigerator, in an air-tight container so as not to dry out the tortillas, for an hour or so. Slice into approx. ½” thick pieces and serve with your favorite salsa or guacamole.


If you have a favorite recipe that you want to share, please submit it to Jeff and we’ll include it in our next newsletter.
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Birthday Calendar and Special Events


Happy Birthday!


William Bielinski		Sept 18th	CMO


Phyllis Defeo		Sept 19th	KCI


Larry Poppleton		Sept 23rd	STL


Phil Puckett		Sept 24th	CGI


Brian Fields		Sept 26th	XPEDX –STL


Nikki Mantei		Sept  27th	STL


Charles Rathmann	Sept 30th	XPEDX-STL


Jim Hughes		Oct 4th		STL


Dustin Fannon		Oct 5th		CMO





Welcome New Employees


Nanzell Burton		STL


Larry Poppleton		STL


Mark Johnson		STL


James Vinyard 		SMO


Douglas Dinatale	CMO


Dwayne Chatman		STL


Frank Eastman		CMO





Welcome Back!


Dan Fisher, one of our Driver/Trainers in St. Louis, had a short bout in the Hospital.  Dan is doing great and we expect to see his smiling face back this week.  Glad you’re doing well Dan!


Special Events


Robin Hotop has become a Grand Ma for the first time.  Miss Erica Lee Ann Pfiefer , born June 9th, 7lbs 7 oz. and 21 inches long.  Robin’s daughter Jayme is doing fine but not getting much sleep.


Terry and Sandy Schuster have an addition to their family.  Little Ollie Schuster, he’s a 4 pound, Long Haired Dachshund.
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Employee of the Month-Terminal


Dave Moffis, St. Louis Driver 


Dave Moffis!! Dave has been coming in early to help on the dock for the past couple of months and always gets his deliveries off even when getting out of the terminal late. Dave Tremmel received a call from a lady in Belleville that praised Dave for his assistance in getting their delivery made. She said his attitude was beyond belief and that he went above and beyond what they expected.  (Tremmel said she sounded a lot like Mrs. Moffis.)


Employee of the Month-Team Lease


Dino Canovi, St. Louis Team Lease Driver 





Dino Canovi is the Team Lease Employee of the Month.  He has only been with us for about 3-4 months but has made an impression on everyone. He reports on time, in uniform and with a great attitude. Suburban and his other customers have nothing but good things to say about him. We look forward to him winning many more of these awards.


Name the Newsletter Contest!


Now is your opportunity to come up with a “Trucking Related” name for our Newsletter and… you can win a $25.00 Gift Card.  Please write down your suggestion on a piece of paper, include your full name and give to Jeff Anderson in the St. Louis terminal, or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:janderson@crhtransport.com" ��janderson@crhtransport.com� , no later than October 8th, 2010.  A panel of independent judges will review the entries and the winner will be announced in the October Newsletter.  Good Luck!!


Did You Know…………………………….


Get Ur Sticker!  Git-R-Done!


There are six types of DOT inspections, the three that you will be subjected to most often are - �Level I - The full-tilt DOT inspection. Check the vehicle, check the driver.�Level II - Not as intense as a Level I. Walk-around inspection of the vehicle, check the driver's paperwork.�Level III - Driver only inspection - usually given at a scale house when they tell you to pull in and bring your paperwork, or at a roadside stop.�                         � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cvsa.org/images/2009_cvsa_decal_green_new.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� 


Only successfully passing a Level I inspection with "No Defects Noted" will get you a CVSA sticker for your windshield - Level II and Level III inspections will not. ��A CVSA sticker is good to have on your windshield, most times DOT will “IGNORE” you when you cross the scales if you have one on that's less than one year old. 





Here is how to interpret what the CVSA stickers mean - The CVSA decal will have a large black number on it, indicating the last number of the year it was issued - "4" for 2004, "5" for 2005, etc... ��A decal issued in the first quarter of a year (Jan. Feb. Mar.) will be Green. �A decal issued in the second quarter of a year (Apr. May Jun.) will be Yellow. �A decal issued in the third quarter of a year (Jul. Aug. Sep.) will be Orange. �A decal issued in the fourth quarter of a year (Oct. Nov. Dec.) will be White. ��If both corners of the sticker are removed, the decal was issued in the first month of that quarter. �If the upper right corner is removed, the sticker was issued in the second month of that quarter. �If no corners are removed, the sticker was issued in the third month of that quarter. ��How do you get one? 


Easy - ask for it! 








Web Sites of Interest


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mid-westtruckers.com/" ��http://www.mid-westtruckers.com/�


� HYPERLINK "http://vimeo.com/10604635" ��http://vimeo.com/10604635�  A video seminar about CSA 2010 filmed at 47th Annual Midwest Truckers Association and Convention in Peoria, IL Feb 5, 2010








Does Every Stop Result in a Roadside Inspection?��In 2009, there were over 3,500,000 roadside inspections. The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) and their state partners use roadside inspections as the primary tool to get unsafe drivers and vehicles off the roadways. These roadside inspections also provide information for one of the primary tracking tools the FMCSA uses, SafeStat (which is soon to be replaced by CSA 2010’s Safety Measurement System).


Here are several reasons that a vehicle may be selected for a roadside inspection. The most common is the failed “sight and sound” inspection — not the random inspections as many believe. In most cases, the officer will have a reason for conducting an inspection as he/she saw or heard something is not right with the vehicle or the driver. Common examples are:


�


Lights not functioning 


Lights that are the wrong color 


Questionable tires or rims 


Overly tinted windows 


Hub oil leaks 


A driver that cannot perform basic maneuvers 


A driver that appears ill or fatigued


Pre-trip and enroute vehicle inspections performed by the driver, and simply not driving when the driver is not prepared to drive legally, are the best way to avoid these inspections. The obvious violations such as speeding, reckless driving, improper lane use, etc., will also lead to a significant number of roadside inspections. The line of thinking here is, as long as the vehicle is stopped for a violation; why not check for compliance with other regulations!


Whenever an enforcement officer enters the carriers DOT number into the Inspection Selection System (ISS), the system will present a score and a recommendation to either inspect the vehicle, give an option to inspect the vehicle, or pass the vehicle.  These recommendations are generated from the carrier’s compliance score based on FMCSA data. Carriers with an “inspect” recommendation will naturally see a higher number of roadside inspections.


Avoiding an inspection is possible, even though the driver or vehicle 


may be in violation of a regulation. If the company is doing their job to manage and operate in compliance with the regulations, and the drivers are keeping their trucks (pretrip and post-trip inspections) and themselves in good condition, the data that the FMCSA has on a motor carrier is likely to be in an acceptable range.


This allows the inspectors to focus on carriers who have already given them a reason to conduct an inspection!
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TWOWHEELER, TRUCKER, HAZMAT, PALLETJACK, BILLOFLADING, DEADHEAD, FREEASTRAY, MISLOAD, DUNNAGE, LOADBAR, LIFTGATE,�DISPATCHERTOM, TRACING, DELIVERYRECEIPTS, NEXTEL, CABOVER, CONVENTIONAL,�OVERTHEROAD, LTL, TRUCKSTOP









